
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “A Fall Tour of Thankfulness” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been rooted 
in Psalm 105 and designed to invite us into spirutual practices of thanksgiving. Today’s sermon, “Give Thanks,” 
is the first in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
  10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
    5:00 p.m.   Kids for Christ
    5:00 p.m.   Youth
    5:30 p.m.   Growth Groups
    7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

Monday: 
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
     8:00 p.m.   College Growth Group

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s music 
ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. (The Mission Field has 
been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of the church locally: McMurry University 
(and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Tuesday: 
     Noon       Women’s Luncheon
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday:
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Group
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
     8:30 p.m.  College Growth 
                        Group

November 22: One Less Coat 
Drive and Operation Christmas 
Child Packing Party

December 13: All-Church
Worship Service and Meal 

December 24: Christmas Eve 
Worship Service

This Week: Upcoming Events:

Bowie: Book Fair and Parent Meeting Volunteers
    Bowie Elementary School will be one busy place next week, 
as a book fair will be taking place November 9th through 13th, 
and a Parent Meeting has been organized for Tuesday the 10th. 
What that means for the parents of children who attend Bowie 
is that they will have the opportunity at the Parent Meeting to 
learn about increasing reading comprehension and the chance 
to buy some books at the Book Fair to read with their children. 
What this means for us at Aldersgate is that we have the privilege 
to serve these families and make these opportunities available 
and accessible to them. That’s why you are invited to volunteer! 
Members of Aldersgate have been invited to serve a meal 
and provide childcare during the Parent Meeting on Tuesday, 

November 10. The meal will be served at 5:30 p.m., and the meeting will take place from 6-6:30 p.m. We 
also have been invited to serve at the Book Fair (training will be provided) on Tuesday, November 10, and 
Thursday, November 12, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. (See the photo on the left of Sheryl Kimbrough, volunteering 
in 2012.) Book Fair volunteers may work in one and one-half hour shifts or stay the whole time. Both of 
these events are so much fun, so if you are interested in volunteering, please contact me at amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org or at (325) 660-5017. Thank you! Grace and Peace!



Youth Ministry: One Less Coat Drive
      One Less Hopeless … One Less Overlooked … 
One Less Shivering … One Less Unloved … One 
Less Frown … One Less Ridiculed … One Less 
Barrier … One Less Struggling … One Less …
    As much as our great Texas weather can be a 
mystery, the winter season is heading our way. 
For many of us, this means pumpkin spice lattes 
and breaking out the winter clothes. However, for 
some students at Bowie Elementary, this holiday 
season may serve as a reminder of how little they 
have.  
      One Less is an opportunity to show the beauty of 
God’s love to these students. One Less is a coat drive 

lead by the youth every year here at Aldersgate. On average, 100 students 
each year are given a warm, fluffy coat to help keep them warm during the 
winter months. Each coat pocket contains a written note with three words 
that can be life changing: You Are Loved.
     This is not simply a youth missional effort. Every year our Aldersgate 
family shows support with generous donations to make this dream of One 
Less a reality. We estimate that each coat costs $30. Whether you feel led to 
support 1, 5, or 100 kids, know that your donations go to keeping children 
warm this winter, but more than that, you are participating in a movement of 
… ONE LESS! — Daniel Mathis

All Saints Day Recognition
      Aldersgate’s annual All Saint’s Day celebration will take place this morning, Sunday, November 1, in the 
both the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services. In recognition of the faithfulness of your loved ones 
who have died in the past year, our congregation will pause to reflect upon the gift of life and give thanks. 
As each name is read aloud, silence will be observed, a chime will be sounded and a bell will hang on the 
cross on the altar, all to commemorate a life well lived. If you are 
a family member of one of our remembered this morning, you 
may take a bell home with you after the service as a momento of 
the occassion. Today, we remember:

Pauline Hadley
Tom Hallford
Al Langford
Elizabeth Link
Ely Marvin 
Raymond McDaniel

Dr. D.G. Porterfield
Sara Queen
Ramon D. Sandoval
Jean Shoultz
George Spann

Robert Alvarez 
Jack Aldridge 
Launa Brand
Shirley Browning
Mary Helen Coats
Helen Cook



A Fall Tour of Thankfulness:  Give Thanks
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples!  Sing to 

him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works!  
Psalm 105:1-2

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

A Terr for the ages

Now, what do you Say?

Do not be Afraid, but Give Thanks?

Digging Deep to Give Thanks …

 -  Humility

 -  Remembering

 -  Living in the Moment

Counting Your Blessings … Take a Terr!

“Giving Thanks Frees us from the burden of taking ourselves too seriously.”



A Fall Tour of Thankfulness: Give Thanks 
Growth Group Questions 

Week 8: November 1-7, 2015
1.  What is your favorite thing about the fall season?  Please explain. 

2.  Pastor Steve shared about a memorable camping trip to Navajo Lake for which he is 
     particularly thankful. What memorable trip causes gratitude to well up in you? Please 
     share.

3.  Was there something about this week’s sermon that either surprised or particularly 
     encouraged you?

4.  Was it ingrained in you to say “thank you” to others and/or to God by your parents?  
     Do you find it easy or natural to say “thank you” to God?  What about others?  Please
     explain.  

5.  Does it surprise you that the second most often repeated command in the Bible is, 
    “Give Thanks?”  What does this say about God?  What does it say about us?

        (continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued
6. Pastor Steve said, “Fear keeps us from God.  Giving Thanks draws us to God.”  What 
    do you think he meant by this?  Do you agree?  Please explain.

7.  What helps you to move your giving thanks to God beyond mere words?  What helps 
     you make the underlying orientation of your heart thankful to God?

8.   Read Philippians 4:4-7.  Why do you think the practice of giving thanks is so 
      important in order to experience the ongoing “peace of God?”

9.  Were you able to start your “Counting Your Blessings” list?  What were a few things 
     that made your list?  What do these things say about God and about yourself?   



Children’s Ministry: Hiding the Word in our Hearts
     In our children’s ministry, we are working to help our kids memorize passages of scripture. Every month, 
we have a verse that goes along with our sermon series, and we work on it during children’s church and 
Kids for Christ. I was looking for ideas to help kids memorize scripture, and I came across something that 
is so simple, but has really helped our family (adults included!). It was a story about a seminary professor 
who had all of the New Testament and big chunks of the Old Testament memorized. He said that when 
he was preparing a sermon or lecture, he would read through the passage 50 times. By the time he was 
ready to preach or teach, he had it memorized! So, 
we have tried that at home, going around the table at 
supper, with everyone reading the verse. If we do this 
every night, we will have heard the verse 56 times in 
a week! Of course we have more people than most, 
and we don’t really make it every night, but it has 
really helped with our memorization! I encourage all 
of you to pick a passage of scripture and give it a try. 
If nothing else, you are hearing the word of God over 
and over, and that is always a good thing! 
— Alayna Brooks

The Oaks:  A Student’s Perspective
     This fall, I have had the privilege 
to work with Aldersgate’s college 
ministry under the supervision 
of Kyle Watson. In this ministry, 
we engage with college students 
in a variety of ways, including two 
Growth Groups, one for freshmen 
and one for upperclass students. In 
the upperclass group, we have been 
going through James Bryan Smith’s 
third book in his Apprentice Series, 
which focuses on what it means to 

be a good and beautiful community. During this study, we have discussed several topics and engaged in 
spiritual practices that have put us in uncomfortable situations. For us, as a group, the most difficult topic and 
soul training exercise dealt with evangelism, which we define as communicating our faith without coercion 
or embarrassment of others. In an effort to continue our conversations and solidify our relationships, we 
plan to go out to Baird for a retreat in order to practice communal living. Then we will spend a weekend in 
service with elderly people living at Windcrest and with the refugees in our city through the International 
Refugee Committee. All in all, we hope to foster a meaningful community of young people willing to live, 
learn, and serve together, as Jesus did with his disciples. 
— Dennis Land, College Ministry Intern



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette

Presence                       10.25.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $8,793.17
Received This Month-to-Date = $52,245.62
Received Year-to-Date = $633,281.75
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $37,929.68
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $75,645.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 215
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 159 

Total Worship = 374
Sunday School =  158

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Carolyn Strain upon the death of her 
sister Shirley Browning.



by Pastor Steve 

We invite you 
to read Margin: 
Restoring Emotional, 
Physical, Financial, 
and Time Reserves to 
Overloaded Lives by 
Richard Swenson. 
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make a 
note on the Welcome Card, and we will 
order a copy for you. The price is $14. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In theWord                

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:   

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Numbers 7
Numbers 8-10
Numbers 11-13
Numbers 14-15, Psalm 90
Numbers 16-17
Numbers 18-20
Numbers 21-22

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      

Psalm 105
I Thessalonians 5:1-18
Isaiah 12:1-6
Psalm 106
Philippians 4:4-9
Colossians 3:1-15
Psalm 107

   “And through his faith, though he died, he 
still speaks.”  Hebrews 4:11c
   You may have heard the phrase, “on the 

shoulders of giants.” We often are enamored with so called self-
made people, but in all actuality, we all have giants in our lives 
who have paved the way for us to see the world differently and have 
inspired us to greatness. Without the ones who have gone before, we 
would be lost. 
     This most certainly is true in the life and history of the church. 
The love and grace of God is most often and authentically mediated 
person-to-person. We know the “old, old story of Jesus and his 
love” because faithful followers of Jesus have allowed their lives to 
be shaped by the life of Jesus and have been willing to share their 
stories of encounter with the risen Christ with us in both word and 
deed. We sit on the shoulders of giants, and by doing so, become 
giants for others.
         Today is All Saints Day. It is a day when we remember the giants 
who have gone before and give thanks to God for them and their 
faithful witness that enables us to grow in our relationship with God 
and allows God to use us to continue his work of making all things 
new and restoring creation back to the goodness of the Garden. 
It is a day when we remember that we as the Church Militant 
(Christians on earth) always have a battle on our hands as we reject 
and renounce the evil and destructive powers of this world. And 
yet, we can draw great inspiration for the battle from the Church 
Triumphant, those Christians with whom we are mysteriously yet 
deeply connected who have left this world through death and now 
rest from their labors. We, together with them, are the communion 
of the Saints, the bride and body of Christ, through which God is 
redeeming the world!
      Today, as we read the names of the Saints who have made the 
transition through death from the Church Militant to the Church 
Triumphant and we ring a bell to remember them, give thanks to 
God for the ways their lives still speak and how they continue to 
carry us on their shoulders. Also remember that the day is coming 
when your name will be read and remembered on All Saints Day.  
The world needs giants! Let’s be them for those who come after us.     


